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Education Minister, then a Brahmin, in putting-on the Statute
Book the Bombay University Bill, against the opposition of the
combined Sindhi Muhammadan, Presidency Muhammadan and
non-Brahmin groups.
Sir George Lloyd, the then Governor, in addressing the first
Council on its dissolution, acknowledged its steady judgment
and sound political sense. During the last ten years, the Council
has criticised Government, generally in a moderate and helpt'al
spirit. It has shown a business sense and an anxiety for progress,
administrative and social as well as political. It has been an
effective champion of economy, but once its suggestions for
retrenchment have been met, has accepted the Government's
proposals for fresh taxation. It has endorsed the measures which
have been taken in the enforcement of law and order, including
the arrest of Mr. Gandhi and the All brothers in 1922. Its
relations with the Administration are reflected in the fact that
the Governor of Bombay has on no occasion used any of his
powers of overriding the Council: but, perhaps in consequence
of its moderation, its influence on the Government of the
Presidency has been constant and effective.
THE CENTBAL PROVINCES.
285. The course of events in the Central Provinces was very
different. When the Swarajists were returned to the Council in
1923 with a majority, they not only refused office, but syste-
matically withheld all supply for which their consent was neces-
sary, and reduced the salaries of Ministers to Rs. 2 per annum.
The Governor was forced to take over the administration of
the transferred subjects, but in face of an adverse legislature,
a progressive policy was impossible. The result of the Swarajist
tactics was,- therefore, to cripple those branches of administra-
tion upon which Indians lay most stress; the reserved depart-
ments went on as before. In the following year, the Swarajists
modified their policy. As before, they voted salaries for
Ministers so derisory that no Minister could take office;
but they did not reject wholesale the grants asked for by
Government for the administration of the transferred subjects.
This position was maintained until April 1926, when the
Secretary of State sanctioned the suspension of the transfer
of the subjects ordinarily entrusted to Ministers. This meant
the end of dyarchy for the time being, and the administra-
tion of all subjects by the Governor in Council, under the con-
ditions applicable to the reserved field. The third Central
Provinces Council met in January 1927. A Ministry was
appointed, but lasted only a few days. Once more the transfer
of subjects was suspended, and all departments were administered
by the Governor in Council up to February 1928. Since then
there have been two Ministries with an interval, during which
dyarchy was again suspended;